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The W}ute House thls weekend banned
The Washington Post from covering
three social events nuu] by President
and Mrs. Nixon.

Indications were that thc ban would
remain in- force until after Mr. Nixon's
inauguration on Jan. 20, 1973.

Yesterday, Howard Simons, managing
-editor of The Washington Post, com-
mented: .

“I'm dismayed .
‘that the White ITouse would act this way
‘toward The Wdshinglon Post when social
events at the White House are so much
a par{ of our community in the news.”

Ie said the policy would not affect

" the newspapér's assigning of reporters

fo cover forthcoming White House ac-
tivitles. .

. "We will continue as best we are able
‘to cover such events,” Simons said.

* Repeated attempts by The Washingtlon
Post last night to obtain White IHouse
clarification of the ban were uUnsuccess-
ful. However, presidential press scer etary
'Ronald L Ale"lm did respond to United
Press Inter national reporter Helen Thom-
(as, who yesterday reported that the
:While House had “cut -of” The Wash-
'ington Post from covering the Nixons’
social events.

She noted that the exclusion follows
the Post’s “heavy play” of the bugging
of the Demoeralic Nauonal Commitiee
headquarters at the W atergate here, and
of .alleged political espionage and sab-

-otage against the Democrats j in tlus year' s

campaign, . e

Zicgler told Miss 'l‘homas
that pool cover age ol White
House social evelifs “is de-
termined on an invitation
basis and 1 have no com-
ment about the fact that
The Washington Post has.
not been invited to partici-
_pate . . . nor do I have any
commnent on any conclusions
UPI wishes to draw on the
matier.” :

Ziegler also said “The
Washington Post is one of -
many newspapers in this ;

Lif this is true .. .

. returned to  the
. House to cover a worship ’

coverage - at the .
Whitc House.”

One White House source
told Post reporter Dorothy
~MecCardle, who was assigned
* to cover the three events,
but was restricted to the

- press lobby, that two White

House factions were in con-

. flict over tlie policy. .

.Indications of the new
White Ilouse policy surfaced
Friday, when Mrs. McCardle
arrived at the White House
to cover a reception given
by the Nixons for what were
described as “New Major-
ity” supporters.

She was informed that. a
“pool” of five reporters had
been designated to cover the
reception but that she and
five other reporters were
not among thcem. (A White
House spokesmau_ explained

later that it had been neces-

“sary to resiriet the number

of reporters because of the

 large guest, list of 600.)

Saturday evening, {lrs.
McCardle again arvived at
the White liouse, 'lthis time
assigned to cover a black-lie
dinner the Nixons were giv-
inZ for past, present and fu-
ture Cabinet officers.

Once again she was in-
formed that a “pool” of six

" reporters had been chosen

but that she was nol among

_them. No other reporter was

excluded Saturday evening.

A White House spokes-
man told Mrs. MceCardle, a
veteran reporter- who has
covered White ITouse social
events under five adminis-
trations, thalt her exclusion
was not personal.

‘Yesterday, Mrs. McCardle
. White

serviee al which John Cardi-
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" nal Krol' of Pln]adelplna of-

ficiated.”

Agam she was informedd
that she had not been in-
cluded in the “pool” of 10
‘reporiers and, with a late-ar-
riving journalist who had
failed to pick up ‘his ereden-
tials in time to join the Pool,
sat out the services in the
West Side Press Lobby.

A “pool” of reporters for
White House social events
is not uncommon. But in the
past, reporters from all
Washinglon newspapers
were included in all pools.

Today Mrs, McCardle is
assigned to the White House
to cover the Nixons as they
entertain children of fowxgn
diplomats. :

Mrs. McCardle  has been |
informed that she will be
excluded from the event.
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